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ADVOCATES FOR LIFE

By Robin Schultze
A4Life Team Member

The internet is an amazing tool 
because you can look up just 
about anything. If you want 

to know the cast of the series you are 
binge watching during a long weekend, 
ask the internet. Trying to find a recipe 
for oven-finished steaks like the one 
you had at the restaurant on Valentine’s 
Day? Ask the internet. 

But do you ever wonder about life-af-
firming organizations and resources 
that are available here in the Southern 
Illinois District? You may not be sure 
where to start if you need a resource for 
a life issue and the internet is not much 
help. You can find that help through 
SID Advocates for Life (SID A4L).

As Lutheran Christians, we believe that 
all human life is a gift of God. We are 
called to speak His truth in love to the 
world, as well as advocate for life and 
serve our neighbor. Sadly, in our world 
today there are increasing assaults 
against our Lord’s gift of life. That is 
why, in October 2019, Rev. Timothy 
Scharr, district president, refocused 

the SID’s commitment to life issues 
and chartered the Advocates for Life 
Team under the leadership of a district 
life coordinator.

The SID A4L has spent the last 
two years gathering information on 
available resources in our area. We vet 
organizations to ensure that they align 
with our vision of affirming God’s will 
to create and sustain earthly life, with 
the anticipation of sharing the Gospel 
of eternal life in Christ Jesus. 

Of course, you’re welcome to e-mail us 
and we can send you the information 
you request. But what we’d really like 
to do is visit your church, Bible study, 
elders meeting, and LWML or youth 
group and share the information we 
have gathered. With the help of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior, we will 
connect your church, pastors, church 
workers, families and school with 
life-affirming information — from 
conception to eternal life with Jesus— 
education, events and resources.

On Jan. 30, the SID A4L Team 
presented a life-affirming seminar 

at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 
Collinsville, during the adult Bible 
study hour. Attended by both adults 
and teens, five advocates from the team 
and two students from Metro-East 
Lutheran High School, Edwardsville, 

We’re here for you

The district 
Advocates 
for Life team 
includes, from 
left, Dennis 
Shannon, Kristi 
Hofferber, 
Monica 
Shannon, Larry 
Barringer, Lynn 
Cook, Robin 
Schultze, Macy 
Ranbarger 
and Katherine 
Donovan.

Larry Barringer makes a presentation 
during a recent Sunday-morning Bible 
study at Holy Cross, Collinsville. 
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•  sidadvocates 
forlife.com

•  facebook.com/
sid.lcms.alt

IN PHOTO: 
Lutherans attend the 
March for Life Chicago 
rally and march on 
Jan. 8.
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offered short presentations on 
various life issues. This included 
information on the latest anti-life 
legislation passed in the state of 
Illinois, pregnancy care resources, 
March for Life in Washington, 
D.C., non-residential care of loved 
ones with Alzheimer’s disease and 
dementia, compassion fatigue, 
and caring for the caregiver. 
There was time before and after 
the presentation to chat and ask 
questions of our advocates. 

A4L provided brochures and 
pamphlets about resources in our 
area. Parishioners were able to 
take home a model of a 12-week 
in utero baby. We have also taken 
our team to present at circuit 
meetings.

If you would like to invite the A4L 
team to your church or circuit 
winkel, please email us to coordi-
nate a time and date. We can give 
you a broad overview of resources, 
or tailor the presentation to meet 
your specific needs. Contact us at 
sidlcmslife@gmail.com. We look 
forward to hearing from you! Monica Shannon, who serves as A4L coordinator, makes her presentation at Holy Cross.


