ADVOCATES FOR LIFE

God’s favor in Jesus Christ:

LIFE for YOU!

“a sword will pierce” her (Luke 2:35).
Her heart will be broken as nails pierce
her son’s flesh, crucified for the sins of
the world. This child in her womb will
be God showing favor to all people, even
sinners as bad as you and me.
We find favor with God in humble
repentance and faith in Jesus, who bore
our sins on His cross. Trusting in Him
and His suffering and death is our forgiveness and salvation. That’s His sacrificial love for all of us. Jesus did this for
everyone here and everyone over there.
“Really, pastor?! Can those who do
what’s being done in that building find
favor with God?” Well, if sinners as bad
as you and I can find favor with God “by
grace, through faith” (Eph. 2:8) in Jesus
Christ, so can they. “How?”

Pastor Sims preaches during
a prayer vigil at Planned
Parenthood in Fairview Heights
on March 26.

By Rev. Tim A. Sims
Senior Pastor, St. John, Chester

G

od’s Annunciation to Mary is
a remarkable story. Imagine
the surprise, the shock! First,
an angel appears. Then, “You’re gonna
have a baby.” Mary’s world is turned
upside down. Things will never be the
same again: For her, for Joseph, and for
everybody else!
For this occasion today, I’d like to focus
on a few key phrases spoken by God to
Mary.
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God.” (LUKE 1:30)
“Don’t be afraid.” Really?! She’s in the
middle of her betrothal. Now she’s
going to be pregnant, but her betrothed
Joseph has nothing to do with it. Don’t
you think he’ll notice? Have you read
the Law? She’s got plenty to be afraid of!
Gabriel never says, “There are no reasons to be afraid.” Instead, he makes it
clear that in the face of all these fearful
things, you need not be afraid. Why?
You have favor with God.
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Mary is special. Yet God doesn’t choose
Mary because she’s special. Mary is
special because God chooses her. This
is God’s favor not only on her, but on
you! In the midst of your own sins, your
trials and challenges — whether it’s an
unplanned pregnancy or something
completely different—in the midst of
the fear that comes with them, you need
not be afraid because God shows His
favor toward you.
How is it exactly that you find favor
with God? That brings us to our next
phrase:
“You will conceive in your womb and bear
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.”
(LUKE 1:31)

Mary will be the God-bearer: In her
womb will be the very Son of God, the
Savior named Jesus: “Yahweh is salvation!” This child in her womb will be
God showing favor to all people.
Mary doesn’t yet know how this child
will be God’s salvation. She’ll get just a
glimpse of what’s in store for her child in
God’s prophetic word through Simeon:

“Nothing spoken by God will be
impossible.” (LUKE 1:37)
It is a miraculous conception. But if
that’s the only miracle we see in this
story, we’ve missed the point entirely.
We often cite the stories of Luke chapter 1 as evidence that conception is life.
True enough! But much more than that,
this story is a declaration that Jesus is
life — eternal life for sinners!
Early church father Augustine of Hippo
wrote about this connection: “We have
received from the apostles that Jesus
was conceived, suffered and died on the
same date, March 25” (on the Trinity).
Nine months from now we will celebrate the birth of our Savior. What Augustine shares is a vivid reminder of the
purpose for which Jesus came: To die
for worst of sinners like you and me!
Even at Christmas, what we are really
celebrating is the comfort and joy of the
impossible: Our sins are forgiven!
Mary confessed, “Let it be to me
according to your word” (Luke 1:38).
Because of the promises spoken to her,
she could endure whatever came next
without fear. She had favor with God
because of the baby in her womb. So
do you!
We are all gathered here are at this location for very different reasons.
Continued on next page
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Providing voices for the prayer
vigil was the choir from St. Paul
Lutheran School, Hamel.
Participating pastors were,
from left, Revs. Dr. Kirk Clayton,
Zion, Mascoutah; Alan Beuster,
Hope, Granite City; and Tim Sims,
St. John, Chester.

I hope you aren’t here motivated by
hatred for those on the other side of
the fence. If so, repent. Receive Christ’s
forgiveness. We are not gathered here to
hate. We gather here to pray for those on
the other side of the fence and proclaim
the mercy of Jesus and life for them.
Maybe you are here because you fear
having a child in the circumstances you
are in. We love you and Jesus loves you
even more. He has an army of servants
here willing and eager to help you.
You may have legitimate reasons to be
afraid, but you need not fear! God will
use these people to give you and your
baby the help you need.
Others are here to perform or support
abortion. You may be doing so because
you genuinely think you are helping.
But deep down you can’t deny what’s
really happening and the hurt it causes.
If you can hear us, we want you to know
that we love you and Jesus loves you too
— even more! Enough to die for you!
Jesus is God’s salvation for you!

For those who are living with the
hurt of past abortions: Your hurt
and guilt may have you thinking
that forgiveness is impossible for
you. It is not! Jesus’ forgiveness is for
you. We love you and Jesus loves you
even more. Don’t listen to Satan’s lies.
Hear the promise of hope in the Annunciation. Nothing spoken (promised)
by God is impossible.
Today we remember that Jesus’ conception turned the world upside down.
We celebrate that in Jesus Christ things
would never be the same again. Because
of Him we need not fear sin, death and
the devil.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, all you
within earshot, fear not. In Jesus Christ
you have favor with God. This Jesus is
life for you now and into eternity. For
you see, nothing promised by God will
be impossible. Thank you, Jesus! Amen.
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Initiative (LCI) was born. Begun
by Lutherans, LCI includes people
from the neighborhood and community at-large. For LCI to succeed,
it needed community ownership
and involvement. Pastor Stallworth
provided excellent leadership to
help the LCI Board form a mission
statement. It reads:
To secure vacant properties,
rehabilitate existing structures
and develop newly constructed
affordable housing. We will also
provide financial and housing
maintenance education and support to homeowners and renters
in the Lansdowne Neighborhood.
People everywhere want to have safe
and secure neighborhoods. They
want a good environment to raise
children. LCI began using a tag line,
“Changing the community by changing the community.” Financial grants
from the Lutheran Foundation of
St. Louis, Lutheran Housing Support
and the Southern Illinois District
helped the board consult with the
urban planning department from
Harris Stowe State University in St.
Louis. A multi-phase blueprint was
drafted and endorsed by the board.
Since adoption, 37 resident-owned
homes have received repairs and
necessary renovations. Two houses
and an apartment building (with
three units) have been purchased for
renovations. The houses have been
completed, and the apartment building should be ready for occupancy
this summer. Thanks be to God!
Here is how you can help: Pray for
LCI and the work they are doing
in the community. Volunteer for
one of the monthly clean-up days.
Have your congregation “adopt” a
property to renovate. Support LCI
with your financial gifts. LCI is a
federally recognized 5.01c3 not-forprofit organization. Your gifts are
tax-deductible to the extent allowed
by law. We need your support as we
move forward.
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