ADVOCATES FOR LIFE
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God is pro-life even
when you are not

This article is from a
sermon preached by
Rev. Jeffrey Hemmer,
LCMS assistant
to the president.
It was during a
Vigil for Life, in
observation of St.
Joseph, Guardian
of Jesus. The text
for the sermon is
Matt. 2:13-23.

IN PHOTO:
Lutherans
participate in March
on the Arch in St.
Louis on March 19.
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arch 19 was the feast day of
St. Joseph, the stepdad of
God, the Guardian of Jesus.
March 25 is the feast of the Annunciation, the day on which the church
celebrates the incarnation of the
eternal Second Person of the Trinity,
nine months and eight days before
they named Him Jesus.

Rev. Jeffrey
These are pretty perfect bookends
Hemmer
to our work here this morning, two
of the most pro-life days in the calendar. Nine months
before we celebrate His birth, we observe the moment
of our Lord’s incarnation. We celebrate that before He
was a Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and placed in
a feed trough, He was a single-celled zygote, a multicelled blastocyst, an implanted embryo, a growing fetus,
for nine months inside the holy of holies of His virgin
mother’s womb. If God was once a single-celled human
being, then God cares about single-celled, fertilized-egg
human beings and so must we. He needed the womb of
His mother to keep Him safe, to give Him flesh and life
until He would give His flesh and life for her.
And then when a two-year-old or younger baby boy,
God needed a guardian, a defender. When spineless,
cowardly Herod feared for the usurpation of his throne
and was willing to make the streets of Bethlehem
run blood-red to protect his self-interest, He needed

a father. He needed Joseph to value
the life of His son more than his own,
needed someone to shepherd the Good
Shepherd to safety in Egypt, needed someone to keep His toddler life
safe from the tyrant’s blade and his
jack-booted thugs. He needed the arms
of His father to keep Him safe, to risk
his own flesh and blood until He could
return the favor.
God cares about life. There’s no mistaking that. I don’t mean the Fifth Commandment, though that’s not insignificant for our consideration this morning.
You shall not murder. What does that
mean? We should fear and love God, so
that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support
him in every physical need. But despite
the image this fence behind us gives,
this is not an us-vs.-them morning. This
is not good-vs.-evil, with the forces of
light outside the fence and the forces of
darkness heading into the building. The
forces of evil are out here too.
You know the mentality that drives
women into these walls. Whether you
have them or not, you know children are
a burden. Every pro-life advocate has at
some time bought into the demonic prochoice mentality that you can choose
to have more or fewer children, that
families are best when planned. The
devil is not pro-life. Nor the world. Nor,
if you’re being honest, is your flesh. The
Fifth Commandment is not a description of your righteousness. No one loves
his neighbor as he ought. No one guards
his neighbor’s life as he should. No one
cares for his neighbor’s bodily needs as
the Fifth Commandment makes plain
and simple. This fence is not what
separates good from evil. It’s the sky, the
heavens, that mark that distance.
Holiness is absolute. Good will not permit one momentary misstep in thought,
word or deed. No one is good except
God alone. The vastness that separates
God’s goodness from the corruption of
humanity renders all of us on this side
of the divide exactly the same, no matter which side of the fence we occupy.
But God is pro-life when you are not.
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God keeps the Fifth Commandment when
you do not. God is holy when you are a rebel.
When you cannot pierce the sky-blue chasm
that separates good from evil, He has. God
became man. In His mother’s womb, in His
father’s arms, is God for you, a Savior for
you. You don’t need to do the right thing,
make the right decision, keep the commandments, check the boxes of righteousness,
impress your neighbors or your Creator.
You need Jesus.
And so we rejoice that His
mother’s womb kept Him
safe for nine months. And
His father obeyed the call to
keep Him from murderous Herod.
And His parents gave Him the
name that means He saves His people from their sins. And they taught
the written Word to the Incarnate
Word. And they brought Him safely
into adulthood so that the One who is prolife unlike anyone else, pro-life because He
created all life, pro-your-life, pro-their-lives,
could lay down His own life on the cross to
pay for each and every sin of all of us who
lives on this side of the divide.
He is your Savior. And theirs. And ours. Jesus
is so pro-life that He would rather die than
let you die. Not the safety of Mary’s womb or
the fidelity of Joseph’s protection is the icon
of the pro-life movement. The death of God
on the cross, the crucifix, is the icon of His
pro-life advocacy.

On March 19,
hundreds of people
gathered outside
the last remaining
abortion clinic in
Missouri to participate in March on the
Arch, the greater St.
Louis region’s annual
march in support of
the sanctity of life.
Before the march,
Lutherans attended a
service at Concordia
Seminary.

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Pastor Hemmer serves part-time as pastor of
Bethany, Fairview Heights. He is also a Ph.D.
candidate at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis,
and is the author of Man Up! The Quest for
Masculinity and the sermon series Behold the
Man! and A Noble Army, all published through
Concordia Publishing House.
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Everything He does is for you, for your life.
And so you are free to invite others into that
forgiveness and that life, free to stand outside
a death clinic and proclaim the fullness of
the life that He has lavished upon you, free to
receive His goodness and mercy and bid others do the same, free to dwell in the presence
of Him because He has breached the divide,
closed the distance, become Man and Savior
for you.
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