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God created human life in His 
own image (Gen. 1:26-27). 
Scripture describes in detail how 

he uniquely created Adam: 
Then the Lord God formed the man of 
dust from the ground and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life, and 
the man became a living creature. 
GEN. 2:7  

It then also describes how God created 
Eve from Adam as the helper who cor-
responded to him (Gen. 2:21-22). God 
is the Creator, not just in the sense that 
He first made creation, but also because 
He is the One who continues to create 
and sustain creation. 

God commanded man to procreate as 
he told Adam and Eve “be fruitful and 
multiply” (Gen. 2:28). Yet Scripture 
is clear that in doing so, it is God who 
works through the one-flesh union 
(Gen. 2:4; Matt. 19:4-6) to create life.  
The psalmist writes:

For you formed my inward parts; you 
knitted me together in my mother's 
womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made. Wonderful 
are your works; my soul knows it very 
well. PS. 139:13-14

God is the Creator and Giver of life and 
so apart from limited circumstances 
entrusted to His representatives who 
maintain order (Rom. 13:1-4), He is 
also the only One who determines 
when life ends. This is the truth that is 
expressed in the Fifth Commandment: 
“You shall not murder.” 

We tend to view abortion and the killing 
of babies as a “modern” practice and 
issue. However, nothing could be farther 
from the truth. Abortion was practiced 

in the ancient world, and the Christian 
church has always condemned it. The 
Didache is most likely the earliest Chris-
tian text outside of the New Testament 
(late first century A.D. or early second 
century). It says, “You shall not murder 
a child, whether by abortion or by kill-
ing it once it is born” (2:2).  

Writing at the end of the second centu-
ry A.D., Tertullian stated:

In our case, murder being once for all 
forbidden, we may not destroy even 
the fetus in the womb, while as yet 
the human being derives blood from 
other parts of the body for its sus-
tenance. To hinder a birth is merely 

a speedier man-killing; nor does it 
matter whether you take away a life 
that is born, or destroy one that is 
coming to the birth. APOLOGY, 9.8

Yet in the Greco-Roman world abor-
tion was not the only means by which 
infants were killed and eliminated. 
Infant exposure was a much more 
common practice as unwanted babies 
were left on trash heaps or abandoned 
outside. There they would die, or would 
be taken up by others to be raised for 
slavery and prostitution. Christianity 
also strongly condemned this practice. 

Writing in the mid-second century A.D. 
Justin Martyr stated:

But as for us, we have been taught 
that to expose newly-born children is 
the part of wicked men; and this we 
have been taught lest we should do 
any one an injury, and lest we should 

Pastor Surburg, second from left, and 
members of Good Shepherd, Marion, 
participated in a life chain at an abortion 
facility in Carbondale in October.

Rev. Jess Biermann, associate pastor of 
Trinity Lutheran Ministries, Edwardsville, 
speaks during a 40 Days for Life rally at an 
abortion facility in Granite City in October.
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Advocates for Life ON THE WEB
• sidadvocatesforlife.com
• facebook.com/sid.lcms.alt

When the Life Team at Good Shepherd, 
Collinsville, learned about the 1 John 
3 Initiative Million Dollar Life Match 
grant program offered by LCMS Life 
Ministry, they began to explore ways 
they could participate.  

The team decided to pursue a grant to 
help Mosaic Health, a non-profit Chris-
tian pregnancy center with which Good 
Shepherd has had a 35-year working 
relationship. Mosaic needed to replace 
an old ultrasound machine to be used 
in its Mobile Medical Unit (MMU), 
which is purposely located adjacent 
to Planned Parenthood in Fairview 
Heights (PPFH).

Mosaic provides free ultrasounds to 
women before they seek services at 
PPFH. The ultrasound image of God’s 
work of life, combined with the Gospel 
message of life, is the single most pow-
erful way that hearts are changed and 
lives are saved!

Nine additional Southern Illinois Dis-
trict congregations joined as collabo-
rating congregations in pursuit of the 
grant. They are: 
▶ Holy Cross, Collinsville

sin against God. FIRST APOLOGY 27.1 

The Epistle to Diognetus, written in the 
second or third century A.D., describes 
Christians in the following manner:

They marry as men, they bear chil-
dren, but they do not expose their 
offspring. 6.6

Christians have always confessed that 
life is God’s gift. In the first centuries 
of the church, they did so in the face of 
a world that accepted the practice of 
killing babies as a normal part of life. 
When we speak out against abortion, 
we join our voices with the saints before 
us who have confessed the sanctity of 
life because of what God’s Word says.

▶ St. James, Glen Carbon
▶ Trinity, Edwardsville
▶ Hope, Granite City
▶ Zion, Staunton
▶ St. Paul, Hamel
▶ Trinity, Worden
▶ Christ Our Savior, Freeburg
▶ Our Redeemer, Golconda 

These congregations supported the 
project through life-themed Bible 
studies and much prayer. Working 
together, and inspired by the name 
of the grant application “Mosaic 
Ultrasound Machine Will Save 
Lives,” these 10 congregations raised 
$20,757. Their efforts included a 
restaurant fundraiser, a burrito 
breakfast, a soup luncheon and love 
offerings at their churches.

On Sept. 15, LCMS Life Ministry 
informed the congregations that they 
would be receiving a $5,000 grant to 
help with the purchase of the ultra-
sound machine. Once the grant funds 
are received, the Good Shepherd Life 
Team will work with Mosaic to pur-
chase the machine, which they hope 
will be operational in late 2022. 

Thanks be to God for the many bless-
ings received during this project.

District congregations awarded
grant to help Mosaic Health
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